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“Be like the sunflower that follows every
movement of the sun, and keep your eyes
always turned to our good God.”

St Julie Billiart
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| find Father Chris’ article both
heartfelt and thought provoking
while Lorraine and Hilary’s Charity
reports give lots of insight into the
use of our Association donations.

In the archives section | was especially
intrigued by the language used and the
layout of the text. A stark contrastto
todays perfunctory communications via
e-mail and text messages.

Kim Dearden



PRESIDENT’S REVIEW

After Lorraine presented me
with the President’s official
badge of office this time last year
| returned home to Northampton
to await invitations to the social
meetings of the various Notre
Dame Associations throughout
the country. But it wasn’t what |
thought it was going to be.

On 25" November | received an
email from Patricia White,
President of Southwark Notre
Dame Association, saying they
had decided to close the
Association because of a lack of

suitable AND affordable places to
meet. This was a great shock
and not at all what | was
expecting. The decision was
made to close with a celebratory
Afternoon Tea on 31st January at
The Royal Exchange in London. |
duly attended with Kim, Lorraine
and Margaret. It was a very
pleasant experience but tinged
with a great deal of sadness. |
had the opportunity to speak to
everyone who was there and
personally invited them to join
the Direct Members’ Association
but I’'m aware that very few
have.

The next invitation was to join
Liverpool Association for a ‘Meet
the President’ lunch one
Saturday at the end of February.
Catherine, Lorraine and Margaret
joined with me to meet their
President Angela and 10 of their
members. We had a lovely lunch
and time to chat and take photos
to send to Kim for SJN.



The next event was Northamp-
ton’s AGM & Lunch at the end of
April. 65 members met at the
local Freemasons Hall and Kim,
of St Julie News fame, travelled
down from Manchester to spend
the day there too. Just before
lunch the Chaplain, Fr Brendan,
presented Margaret Bradbury, a
previous President, with a
Benemerenti medal and
certificate. This was in recogni-
tion of all her hard work for the
Association and dedication in
fund raising for the refurbish-
ment of the Sister’s Graveyard.
A reward well deserved.

Another invitation arrived, this
time from Margaret of Manches-
ter Association. Kim met me at
the station and we travelled
across the city to Prestwich for
Mass and a delightful lunch in-
cluding a glass of Prosecco on
the way in. It was a lively after-
noon with Lorraine encouraging
everyone to take part in various
activities and on top of lunch
tool!

There was one other item which
| haven’t mentioned so far — well
it’s a mystery really. In 2009 a
beautiful board was presented to
the BFNDA with all of the
Presidents’ names on from its
foundation in 1928 but no one
knows where the board is. So if
any of you more mature ladies
have any ideas where it could be
it would lovely to have the board
back in time for the Centenary in
2028!!

Hilary Helm JP

The missing Presidents Board-

Do you know where it is?



Charity - PELENDE - 2024 - 2027

You may recall from last year’s
Saint Julie News that when |
accepted the position as President
of the BFNDA | looked for a charity
to support. Our previous Presi-
dent, Lorraine, had supported the
work of the Photovoltaic Project in
D R Congo generating power to
villages in the Kwango Province. |
was informed that there was a vil-
lage called PELENDE which was
part of the same project and we
were shown a video of a gentle-
man named Louis Casey travelling
over unmade roads to oversee the
work being done. | did some re-
search and was happy to support
the ongoing project in Pelende.

However in July of this year
Lorraine actually met up with Louis
Casey and was told that the
project is nearing its end and the
people of Pelende were now able
to work independently and the
only village still needing help was
called INTENGA.

Feeling somewhat confused |
wrote to Sr Carol Lichtenberg SND

who is the General Treasurer in
Ipswich, Massachusetts, who told
me that the paperwork does show
that the project in Pelende has
been completed and at this
moment she does not have any
information on plans for Intenga.
She went on to say, however, that
another important source of
expense lately is the replacement
of the lead-acid batteries installed
at the origination of the
projects. They were state-of-the-
art at the time but they are not
that any longer and are slowly
being replaced by lithium-ion
batteries which are much more
efficient. Each costs about
$10,000 US dollars. As we had
donated £5,000.00 pounds sterling
for the Photovoltaic Project during
this year’s AGM we are well on the
way to having our name on a
lithium-ion battery somewhere in
Africa!

Hilary Helm



A Very Special Honour

The Benemerenti Award

The citation nominating Margaret
for this special award.

In September 1961, when
Margaret was 11 years old, she
joined Notre Dame Everton
Valley, Liverpool. The MacFarland
family moved from Liverpool to
Northampton and Margaret
joined Notre Dame High School
Northampton where she was
educated until 1968. Seven years
later the school closed and in
1979 was razed to the ground.
After 127 years in Abington
Street, Northampton, the only
remaining sign that the school
and adjoining convent had ever
been there was a small area
against the brick built boundary
wall. The site was surrounded on
three sides by a low wall with a
wrought iron fence on top and
contained the final resting place
of 87 Sisters of Notre Dame. The
rest of the land was given over to
shops on the main street and

offices in a cul-de-sac named
Notre Dame Mews.

Although the land was owned by
Northampton Borough Council,
members of the Northampton
Notre Dame Association, the ‘Old
Girls Society’, took on responsi-
bility for the upkeep and care of
the little Cemetery. For flowers in
the spring they planted bulbs in
between the little metal crosses
marking each grave and cleared
away fallen leaves in the autumn.
However, gradually the number of
volunteers willing to take on the
tasks declined and by 2016 the
site was dilapidated.



Margaret Bradbury, as the
President of the NNDA, was
determined to try and find a
permanent solution to the
overgrown and neglected site.

In 2017 she contacted members
of the Council and, although they
were happy that someone
wanted to refurbish the area, she
quickly realised that funding was
going to be a major issue. The
target figure for the project was
£6,800 and the number of
members of the Association was
less than 225 many, by now, too
elderly and frail to take an active
role in fund raising. Resolutely in
April of 2018 an Awareness Event
was organised at the town’s
Guildhall with guests including the
Mayor, the Lord High Sheriff, the
Bishop represented by the
Cathedral Dean, many Association
members and past pupils of the
school. So successful was the
Event that, within a few months,
the crosses were removed for
refurbishment. However before
they could be reinstated the
Council announced that they

would restore the walls and
railings surrounding the cemetery
and so everything was put on hold
until the following year.

By early summer of 2019 the
work was almost complete with
newly built and raised walls for
the now refurbished original
Victorian railings; refurbished
and/or replaced crosses marking
the graves and two newly
installed information boards — one
with a plan of the graves depicting
the names of all the sisters buried
there and one with a brief history
of the work of the Notre Dame
Sisters in Northampton.

In October 2019 a Service of
Rededication was held at the
cemetery — guests included the
Lord Lieutenant, the Mayor and
several councillors, three Sisters
of Notre Dame, representatives
from other Notre Dame Associa-
tions and, although the school
closed 45 years ago, a large
number of past pupils. The service
was conducted by the Associa-
tion’s chaplain, Monsignor Tony
McDermott. During the reception



held after the service, he
announced his retirement from
the Association after 30 years as
chaplain.

Throughout those four years
Margaret was determined that the
cemetery should be a reverent
place reflecting the work of the
sisters. She had worked tirelessly,
frequently coming against others
who would unintentionally set
obstacles in her path. Much of the
time she had to make snap
decisions on her own as workers
wanted an immediate answer to
their queries. Without Margaret’s
dedication the final resting
places, of these 87 ladies who
had given their lives to God,
would have been lost forever.

In response to the award Margaret said

“1am really honoured, words fail me. As
a Liverpool girlall I cansay is My gob is
smacked! It is the best kept secretand |
wish | could give the award to every
body. What a wonderful day to be given
this award.”

Benemerenti Award
Certificate and medal.




Southwark Notre Dame and
Battersea Old Notre Damians

Maureen Coffey née Mulgrew
3" Feb 1933 - 7" May 2025

Maureen made herself known to
me when | first moved to Croydon.
She was a member of the Society
of Catholic Artists of which | was
the chairman. Finding that she was
also a former Notre Damian pupil
at Southwark, ‘sister’ school to our
Battersea one, meant we had to
meet soon. Three of us BONDs
joined her and Josie Spanswick,
former Southwark girl, in attend-
ing Southwark reunions. Maureen
came with a friend, Debbie Ben-
nett, who she had made when
attending Chelsea College of Art
and Design. They both lived in
Croydon and were jointly, found-
ing members of an art group at
their parish, St Columba’s Church
in 2002. The group held many
successful exhibitions in the
church hall.

They were both accomplished
artists and set up projects, taught
club members, guiding assisting
and mentoring them. Debbie,
sadly, died ten years later but
Maureen continued attending for

as long as possible. She loved to
exhibit and continued to do so
even when she was unable to
attend the group which finally
closed this year.

Maureen was a person of great
and unique character, a lover of
books, designer clothes and had
an amazing eye for finding desira-
ble garments in Jumble sales. She
was always beautifully presented,
make-up, jewellery, hair and kept
her looks, her lively interest in pol-
itics and discussion to the end.

A most admirable and likeable
quality that Maureen had was a
dedication to all of her family
members, and any friend she ever
had. No-one was ever forgotten.
Her interest in all was lively, genu-
ine and of concern where needed.

B.O.N.D. has not met up since
Maureen’s funeral which Josie
Spanswick, formerly of Southwark
N.D. also attended. However, as
the vice-president of the Society of
Catholic Artists, | organized an
exhibition of paintings and pottery
for the society in August of this
year at 54 The Gallery, Shepherd
Market, Mayfair. 27 members
exhibited. Although Maureen had



died, her son, Ivan, brought along
one of her paintings. |1 am sure
that Maureen knew she had been
included and, hopefully, her spirit
was around at the private view.

Missed considerably, always there,
may Maureen rest in peace.

Mary Jean Donaghey

"Let us go on from day to day
leaving the next day in the
hands of the good God."
St. Julie Billiart

LIVERPOOL

A meeting with Hilary Helm for
members in Liverpool to meet our
president was held in February. It
was quite well attended. Unfortu-
nately, we were unable to have a
mass so a Rosary was held. The day
was enjoyed by all.

In May, we held the meeting for
St Julie’s birthday. It was not well
attended, but was enjoyed by
those who came, in particular, the
mass which in view of the poor
numbers, was held in the chapel in
the house. A unique and intimate

service.

We have tried having our
meetings on Saturdays rather than
Sundays as some members

intimated they would be able to
come if it was held then. However,
it appears we lost most of those
who usually come on a Sunday!
Therefore, we will be going back to
having meetings on a Sunday.

In February, our Treasurer, Sheila
Brown, resigned. | have taken over
on a temporary basis until a
replacement can be found.

Angela Swift

03
Our “Meet the President” day
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The Direct Members Association
is unique in that its members are
ubiquitous, so have no particular
base, as do other Associations in
BFNDA. Consequently we can’t
meet regularly. In fact the one
annual meeting takes place at the
Weekend Away.

We have currently 19 paid up
direct members. With the closure
of Southwark branch, members
were invited to take up direct
membership. We found that a
number of members had paid an
annual subscription to Southwark
before its closure, so they were
invited to join without further
payment for 2025. Seven
members joined. An eighth joined
at the Weekend Away. There is
one brand new member.

Two members are over 100 -
Sr. Susan Waters, who featured in
the last St. Julie News and former
Sheffield member Celia Turner,
who will hopefully be 103 next
January and still reads occasionally
at Mass.

Sadly Pat Smith, who until recent-
ly attended the Weekend Away,
died at the end of July, after an
illness that had lasted for several
months.

It was suggested, at a BFNDA
committee meeting, that | contact
schools, regarding pupils and
alumni, as potential members, so
recently | did this and contacted
schools in Southwark, Norwich,
Glasgow, Plymouth, Liverpool and
Leeds N.D. Sixth Form College and
Sheffield, including the Sheffield
Alumni Network.

In addition, | am in the process of
contacting Diocesan newsletters/
newspapers etc. which is not easy
to do — Diocesan Websites are not
always user friendly. | have so far
contacted Hexham & Newcastle,
Shrewsbury, Nottingham, Salford,
Middlesbrough, Leeds, Hallam &
East Anglia and had a few
responses. East Anglia produces
weekly on line news items, each
with a picture. | sent them a photo
of a sunflower, with St. Julie’s sun-
flower quotation.

Francesca M Flynn



MANCHESTER

In February 22 members attended
afternoon tea at Annies Tea Roomin
the city centre . Everyonehada
wonderful time. Sadly, the tea room
closed in July so we will need to find
another venue for next year.

We held our Mass for The feast of
St Julie on May 24th at Our Lady of
Grace Church in Prestwich. This
was later than our usual date and
coincided with the school half
term holidays so we lost a few of
our members to family holidays
but we still had a good attend-
ance. Mass is always very special
for our members and the singing
was wonderful as usual. We end

the Mass with ‘Mater Admirabilis’,
which was a firm favourite at
school and is always sung with a
great deal of emotion.

As well as our Manchester
members we were joined by two
members from the Liverpool Notre
Dame group. They were very
welcome and joined in all our
activities. We were also very
pleased to be joined by our BFNDA
president, Hilary Helm, who talked
to our group about the charity.
Her talk was very well received
and we would like to thank Hilary
very much for joining us.

We welcomed our members with
a glass of Prosecco and then they
were able to partake of an
excellent buffet. After this we had
games, organised by Lorraine and
a wonderful raffle with many priz-
es to be won. There was also some
Zumba dancing before we ended
with the school song.

On July 28th one of our members
hosted a Strawberry Tea in her
home to make money for our
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charity. There was a charge of £5
for a glass of Prosecco and a scone
and there were also home-made
cakes and bowls of strawberries
to be had. Bernie arranged her
wonderful craft stall and there
was a tombola stall and a raffle
with great prizes. The sun was
shining for us and we vacated to
the garden to meet up with
friends and family. Brigid, who
hosted the event, had sold 200
tickets in her parish so the total
for the charity will receive a good
boost. The final figure has not yet
been revealed but it will be very
welcome. A great thank you to
Brigid and all her family who went

to so much trouble to arrange this
lovely afternoon.

A number of our Manchester
members took part in the Notre
Dame weekend at Hinsley Hall in
September. This was once again a
wonderful weekend. Thank you to
all those involved in it’s organisa-
tion.

We are now preparing for our
November Mass which will be at
St Anne’s Church in Crumpsall,
Manchester which is very close to
the terrible tragedy at Heaton
Park Synagogue in October. Our
prayers are with those who died

or were injured and their families.

Margaret Dolan

Proud Moment

Ann Dakin with her husband
Chris, celebrating their 40th
Wedding Anniversary, with a
Papal Blessing from Pope
Francis.



MANCHESTER
IMay Mass and social



Northampton held its AGM and a
three course catered lunch on 26"
April at the Freemasons Hall. It
was attended by 65 of our
members. Before lunch, our
previous president, Margaret
Bradbury, was presented with a
Benemerenti award.

Northampton ND organised a
significant event on 19" July to
commemorate the closure of the
Notre Dame High School which
took place in 1975.

The event consisted of a special
mass celebrated in Northampton
Cathedral which was dedicated to
the memory of the school, the
nuns who taught there, former
staff and pupils. We were
fortunate to have two former staff
members join us along with over
one hundred former pupils.

We were also joined by pupils
and staff from St Thomas Becket
Secondary School, which is the
school that followed from Notre
Dame in providing catholic

education in Northampton.

The school chaplain, music
teacher and head teacher joined
us for the service and supported
the mass with music, singing and
school hymns which we had sung
so many years ago. Their contri-
bution was invaluable.

Fr Brendan, our chaplain, cele-
brated the mass and emphasised
the special significance of the sun-
flower to St. Julie.

Following the service a reception
was enjoyed by many of the
participants. ‘Old’ girls who had
not seen each other for a number
of years spent a couple of hours
enjoying food and a glass of wine
as they recalled school
experiences and caught up on
news with each other.

The event was a great success
with many memories recalled.
Kathleen Fisher



Northampton Spring Celebrations
Freemasons Hall
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Northampton Cathedral
NNDA 50th Anniversary




Like many of our sister associa-
tions the last few years have been
challenging for SNDA and develop-
ments over the last twelve months
proved to be very decisive for the
future of the association. Thus, it
was with great sadness and heavy
hearts that the committee mem-
bers of SNDA found themselves in
the unenviable position of having
to make the eventual decision to
close the association with effect
from January 2025.

As many of you will be aware
SNDA had been accustomed to
being able to utilise the school site
in Southwark as a base for its
annual meeting and celebrations
of St. Julie’s Day. We had been
fortunate to have the backing of
the head of school Sister Anne-
Marie Niblock SND who along with
her team members contributed
enormously to the success of our
St Julie’s Day events, be that in
catering, provision of IT equip-
ment, site supervision etc., we

were always made to feel wel-

come. However whilst still enjoyed
by those that were able to attend
these events, it was becoming
clear that the attendance rates
were decreasing, and that the de-
crease in members attendance
had increased considerably since
the disruption created by the
Covid pandemic.

Sadly, last year we were in-
formed that it would no longer be
possible for SNDA to have contin-
ued use of the school site and we,
as a committee, set about looking
for a suitable and affordable
alternative for our annual get-
together. However, it proved to be
a fruitless search as we were
unable to identify any premises
that could offer what we would
need to continue. Alongside these
issues we also had the problems
of recruiting volunteers to take on
the mantle and responsibilities of
the committee members, and
without replacements we realised
that there would be nobody
available to continue to run SNDA.
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In December 2024 we took the
active decision to close the
association rather than just allow
it to wither away.

However to celebrate the happy
and successful times we had
previously experienced together,
a final “Afternoon Tea” event was
held at the Fortnum & Mason
restaurant at The Royal Exchange
in London. It was held on a
dreary Friday afternoon in
January 2025 and we were so
pleased and delighted to be able
to welcome members of BFNDA
along with several of our own
members of SNDA. It may have
been dreary weather outside but
that was not reflected inside with
the cheery chatter and laughter
that filled the restaurant. It did
feel a very fitting way to bring the
association to an end, and there
were smiles and hugs as we said
goodbye to one another after a
highly successful afternoon.

We had already taken the
decision that any residual funds
left in our account after settling

bills, should be donated to the
BFNDA charity and we were able
to subsequently send a cheque for
£1704 to the BFNDA as a contribu-
tion towards the water purifica-
tion projects in Africa.

So now in my final message to all
our members and to all in BFNDA
who have shown support to SNDA
over the years | would like to
express my gratitude and thanks
to you all for your energy, efforts,
support and affection. It has been
a pleasure working alongside you
all. I have had fun and | will take
my memories of those past events
and get-togethers with me into
the future and | hope that you too
will be able to do the same. | will
of course continue to remain a
loyal Notre Dame girl!

Thank you all.
Patricia White

All will go well if we allow the Good
Godtoact.
Ah, how good is the Good God
St. Julie Billiart.



Southwark - Afternoon Tea

Fortnum and Mason




Once again we met at Hinsley
Hall in Leeds on the first weekend
in September welcoming members
from Manchester and Northamp-
ton Associations and Direct
Members from across the country.

This year, for the first time, we
invited friends and partners to join
us and | am told they enjoyed the
weekend so much that they, like
me, are already planning for next
year!

Friday evening started with a
gentle exercise session led by
Lorraine, some great music and a
chance to stretch and get rid of
any tension from the journey,
followed by a bit of relaxation.

As usual dinner was lovely
catering to everyone’s
intolerances and preferences.
After dinner we gathered in the
bar for some lively parlour games.
That parcel moved swiftly round
the room like a hot potato!

Saturday morning began with a
coach drive to llkley, a lovely Spa

town just 30 minutes away from
Leeds. A chance to wander and
explore the history and heritage,
to look around the range of shops
or to people watch while enjoying
a cup of tea and a catch up with
friends.

Some members from Liverpool
Association joined us at lunch-
time along with Sr Catherine
Darby SND the Provincial.

The AGM was preceded by an
update from Lorraine Platt on how
the Charity money raised during
her presidency had impacted on
the lives of people served by the
SND Photovoltaic Water Project.

During the AGM Hilary Helm
presented Sr Catherine with
£5,000 so that the project can
provide clean water, electricity
and internet connectivity to an-
other community served by the
Sisters of Notre Dame in the
Congo.

Evening Prayer in the Chapel fol-
lowed the AGM. Unfortunately the



keyboard we had borrowed had
seen better days but Francesca
still managed to accompany us.

Our Celebration Dinner started
with a drinks reception and the
arrival of our guest speaker,
Veronica Cross (Vera Ryan) who
had travelled from Dorset with
her daughters Helen and Made-
leine to combine visiting old
friends from her life as an opera
singer and joining us for the even-
ing. Her talk, took us back to her
school days at Notre Dame Man-
chester, with mentions of Mrs
Kirk, Miss Rossall and Miss Black-
lock, then her singing career with
the D’Oyley Carte Opera Company
and onto her work as a singing
teacher, even teaching Take That!
It really was a great evening.

Sunday was time for the
traditional group photo, this year
outside in the September sun-
shine, followed by the raffle.

Fr Chris then celebrated Mass in
the Chapel. There was just time
for us to have lunch before we
started our journeys home.

Our guest speaker Veronica Cross

with her daughters.

This year is the 97th anniversary
of the formation of the BFNDA in
September 1928. That means we
have a Centenary Celebration
approaching. The 90th was great
with Hinsley Hall full to overflow-
ing with ND ladies from all our
Associations. | know that Sep-
tember can be a busy time for lots
of us, with family celebrations and
holidays etc., so please make sure
to add the dates of our next
Weekends Away in your diaries
and on the family calendars.

Catherine Orford
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Weekend Away 2025 Hinsley Hall




NOTRE DAME

WEEKEND AWAY
at HINSLEY HALL, LEEDS

Friday 4th - Sunday 6th September 2026

Friday 3rd - Sunday 5th September 2027

Friday 1st - Sunday 3rd September 2028
Centenary Even
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During the last 12 months there
have been only 6 genuine requests
through the “contact us“ page.
These have all been answered
after gathering any information
that was obtainable.

As usual there were many bots
offering advertising and commer-
cial opportunities and numerous
visits from web crawlers and other
malicious sites. There is a general
decline in visitors to the website.

Over the last year we have had
342 verified visitors to the site,
328 from the UK and 14 from
other countries. There is no cer-
tainty that all these visitors had a
genuine interest in the BFNDA,
some may have been searching
for anything to do with “Notre
Dame”, indeed there was a spike
when Notre Dame de Paris
reopened after the fire.

The breakdown of pages visited is
as follows: -

Home page 26.33%

Schools & Associations 30.28%
History 7.14%

Contact us 3.90%

Other events 5.61%

About Us 6.58%

Charities 3.80%

Association Events 4.40%

Notre Dame weekend away 2025
4.49%

St. Julie News 3.22%
Archives 3.10%
AGM 2021 1.15%

| would welcome notification of
any planned/upcoming events to
put on the website.

Diane Donovan

“Ask, hope, expect everything from
God'’s infinite goodness.”
St. Julie Billiart
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The National Board of Catholic
Women runs a regular programme
of webinars and responds to items
of current affairs which are of
interest to or affect Catholic
Women of all ages and ethnicities.

Some of you may have seen Amy
Cameron, President NBCW on Sky
News on 26th April, being
interviewed by Matt Barbet in the
aftermath of Pope Francis’ funeral.
She reflected on how his actions
impacted women within the
Catholic Church, and how his
legacy may continue in the future.
This is still available online.

Unfortunately, the in-person
meeting scheduled for 14th June
was postponed.

The latest Book Club meeting was
held on October 27™. The book
being discussed was ‘For the
Good of the Church’ by Gabrielle
Thomas.

;TNBCW |

¥ L 1

The National Board has published
a response to the appointment of
Dame Sarah Mullally as the first
female Archbishop of Canterbury.
This may be found on the NBCW
Website.

A webinar was organised on 15"
October 2025, entitled ‘How to
keep women out of prison’. It was
chaired by Bishop Richard Moth,
some 60 plus people registered for
it.

There will be some spiritual
reflections for Advent; the dates
will be published on the NBCW
Website.

The NBCW is to present its report
to the Bishops’ Conference on 11%
November 2025.

Details of all the Board’s activities
may be found on the website.

Diane Donavon
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There are always more

Over the last year | have noticed
more and more hungry people
coming to our centre often
ashamed and embarrassed at
having to ask for help. Thank God
for our volunteers who seem to
manage to calm our guests fears
and to make them welcome. Some
have disappeared from our ranks
but they have been replaced by
more and more, mostly young
people with addictions. Thank God
for the generosity of so many
people who make it possible for us
to carry out this work and for
those shops and supermarkets
who give each week.

More and more interest is being
shown in our spirituality
programme. Twenty women spent
the weekend here reflecting on
their stories in the light of the
story of the woman at the well.
Our Scripture courses attract
about thirty people in the flesh
with more on Zoom. The room

Irenaeus Project

e

where we celebrate Lectio Divina
has no space left and more and
more people come to celebrate
the Eucharist and for prayer for
healing.

Not everyone in the wider
church understands our outreach
— we welcome whoever comes
and we ask no questions. | can
only hope that in time people
might see that we are a touching
place for those who are broken to
meet the compassionate loving
Christ. Thank you for your
support and please do continue to
pray for us.

Fr Chris Thomas

SCRIPTURE
MORNINGS

LED BY CHRIS THOMAS

Their/our journey —a
look at the Old Testament

10:30 -12 noon Wednesday mornings
24th September, 1st & 8th October 2025
At the Irenaeus Centre
Great Georges Rd L22 IRD




Sisters of Notre Dame Provincial Team

Sr Catherine Darby provided an
update at the AGM on the Notre
Dame order in the UK.

The SND website is under review
—the best reference to search, is
probably ‘Sisters of Notre Dame
(UK)" or SNDDEN if searching
internationally.

There are now 10 schools in
Great Britain, 3 in Scotland and 7
in England. *

‘Handing on the baton’ is being
enabled through biennial
leadership conferences for
students, the most recent at
Walsingham and the next at
Buckfast Abbey.

Sr Catherine asked that the home
charities should not be overlooke
and perhaps we could consider
supporting a young person to
attend the conference.

The Notre Dame spirit is alive and

active with a conference held this
year in Wrightington.
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Sr Catherine on the left
with Sr Maureen receiving
a cheque for the charity
from Lorraine Platt.

*The contact details of all the
schools is at end of this booklet.

“The more difficult the times are,
the more we must expect and
hope everything from the
goodness of the good God.”
St. Julie Billiart

d
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The Photovoltaic Project in the Congo

Report of the meeting
between Louis Casey
(Engineer) and Lorraine Platt
and Margaret Dolan of the
BFNDA on 7th July 2025.

We met Louis Casey to discuss
the Photovoltaic Project in the
Congo. Louis had been involved in
the project from the beginning
and had vast engineering experi-
ence. He met Sr Lorraine Connell
SND in the USA in 2003 (approx).
The lack of clean water in the Con-
g0 was a major concern for the
Sisters of Notre Dame who lived
and worked on the missions there
and for the wider population. Lou-
is Casey knew what was needed
and planned how to put his
knowledge into practice. The Pho-
tovoltaic Project began with that
meeting.

The BFNDA had donated
£14,000.00 to the Photovoltaic
Project (usually known at the
BFNDA as the Water Project in the
Congo) in the last three years
(2022-2024). We wanted to let our
members know how their dona-
tion was being spent. Louis told us

that the whole project in Kitende
would have costed $150,000 (all
their costs were in US dollars.
Today the exchange rate is:- One
US dollar = £0.74 pound sterling).
Our donations were made in
Pounds sterling.

Even though this was a vast
project lasting 22 years (and still
ongoing in some areas), our
involvement and responsibility to
our BFNDA members related to
our donation. We asked Louis
Casey four questions.

Question 1

Could you give us a detailed list of
what £14,000.00 would buy or pay
for on that project?

Answer
3 pumps

500metres of plastic piping
Labour — Unskilled labourers were
paid S5 dollars per day, in cash.
Skilled labourers were paid $10
dollars per day, in cash.

Skilled labourers came from
Kinshasa which is 600k (a 3-day
journey) to Kitende.

The average monthly wage is S65
dollars per month.



Question 2

How many people would the
Project help?

Answer

600 pupils (Nursery to secondary
school). The Notre Dame Sisters
are teachers and midwives. They
look after the school and the
hospital. Population of the district
is between 5,000 and 10,000.

Question 3

Could you predict how the project
will look in 5-10 years?

Answer

The project is finished and is now
complete. The Kitende compound
has huge storage tanks of clean
water. They previously only had
river water.

Kitende now has the three things
that are needed for the project to
continue. They are:-

1. Electrical power
2. A fast satellite service

3. A realistic price for the satellite/
internet service.

The project is now run by the
Sister’s of Notre Dame in the
Congo. They have an accountant,
an auditor in Kenya and one of the
Notre Dame Sisters has trained as

an attorney.

The Notre Dame Sisters are
important in the Congo. They are
not sidelined or pushed to the
margins. Louis Casey predicts that
in 5—10 years the Congo will be
the biggest province of Notre
Dame Sisters in the world.

Question 4

What is your involvement in the
Project? Are you still involved?

Answer

No Louis Casey is no longer
actively involved. The project has
taken 22 years to complete. All
the capital costs are finished.

There is one remaining site in
Kwango Province in the Congo
which is still unfinished. That is
INTENGA. The school principal is
Sr Gertrude Mwanakadi SND. She
speaks the three local languages
of the Congo and also French but
not English. They have a satellite
system and we now have
Sr. Gertrude’s e-mail address.

Sr. Emily Mullen SND of the USA is
also in this area of the Congo and
has been there since 1969.

Lorraine Platt
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RIP 2025

Battersea Northampton
Maureen Coffey née Mulgrew Valerie Stead née Quick
Jackie Stanton née Coneys
Molly Glasspool née Dickens

Manchester
Win Powell née Hogan
Margaret Jackson née Jarvis Direct Members
Rosemary Guillefoyle Pat Smith
Sisters of Notre Dame

Sr Anne-Marie Jones - Childwall aged 81
Sr Margaret Philomena Murray - Birkdale aged 92
Sr Philomena Doherty - Birkdale aged 88
Sr Corrie (Cornelia) Korsmit - Birkdale aged 95
Sr Clare Todd - Birkdale aged 98
Sr Jeanette Ward - Birkdale aged 97
Sr Margaret McMahon - Childwall aged 84

Eternal rest grant unto them, O
Lord and let perpetual light shine
upon them.

May they rest in peace.
Amen




Pope Francis

Jackie Stanton

Margaret Jackson

Jorge Mario Bergoglio
17.12.1936-21.4.2025

It would be impossible to do justice to
the life and works of this wonderful man
within this publication. So, here are just a
few facts.

He was the :-

First Jesuit Pope

First Latin American Pope

First Pope born or raised outside of
Europe since Pope Gregory I

His choice of Francis as his papal name
was in honour of Saint Francis of Assisi.

He convened the Synod of Synodality
which was described as the culmination
of his papacy and the most important
event in the Catholic Church since the
Second Vatican Council.
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Patricia Helen Smith
1935-2025

| first met Pat during the 1970s
when she returned to Sheffield
and joined the ‘Legion of Mary’ in
St. Vincent’s parish. Then, also as
a member of ‘The Walsingham
Association” and of the BFNDA.

The eldest of three children, Pat
attended Notre Dame High School
Sheffield, from the mid 1940s to
the early 1950s. She left having
passed the School Certificate in
eight subjects and then trained as
a nurse. Inthe 1970s she also
acquired seven subjects at GCE O
level and later undertook training
in anaesthetics.

Joining an order of Franciscan
missionary sisters, she spent some
time working in Africa, and once
anaesthetised a Maasai warrior!

After leaving the order, Pat
joined the army, as a member of
the Queen Alexandra Nursing
Corps, progressing to the level of
Captain.

At the end of her army service
she worked as a nurse in James
Neill & Co. steel works and later in
the Weston Park Hospital, which
specialises in cancer treatments.

Pat was a keen member of the
BFNDA attending local meetings
and the annual Federation Week-
end Away and AGM. She often
joined the Sheffield Walsingham
Assocation pilgrimage in Decem-
ber and was part of the Walsing-
ham team that provided fund
raising lunches at St. Marie’s,
Hallam Cathedral.

A prayer group, which prayed for
Northern Ireland, during the times
of the ‘Troubles’ and beyond,
found in Pat a devout member.
Here she formed firm friendships
that lasted for fifty years and

more.

Rest in peace and rise in glory Pat.
Francesca Flynn



Winifred (Win) Powell

Anyone who was at school with
Win will no doubt have lots of
stories of her mad antics cheering
up the school bus journey home
with her fun sense of humour.

Growing up as a teenager and
young adult Win volunteered with
the Girl Guides and then moved on
to help with Cubs.

It was through Scouting and the
Church that Win met her much
loved husband Andrew. They were
a perfect couple. Together they
formed a Morris dancing group
and were part of the Town Crier

community.

After leaving Notre Dame Win
worked for the CIS before being
forced to retire early with ill
health.

When Andrew died very suddenly
in February 2022, Win was
determined to carry on with all
she could. She enjoyed trips out
and tram rides to meet with many
friends for a catch up. Myself and
Win attended the Notre Dame

conference in Leeds and the Man-
chester Association Mass in the
November. She especially loved
joining in the activities and singing
the School Song.

When Win developed bowel
cancer, rather than dwell on the
negatives she delighted in intro-
ducing everyone to “Scholastica”
her stoma.

There is a line in our School
Song that says “Nobles Oblige our
Lady sees Our duty must be done”
Win followed this all her life - to
help others with honour and
dignity and kindness.

She is missed by so many but we
all know that she is no longer in
pain and is back with her beloved
Andrew.

Ann Dakin
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From The Archives

A transcript of a letter sent by the President to the King on occasion of
his Silver Jubilee in 1935.

The British Federation of Notre Bame (Be Namur) Associations
TO HIS MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY KING GEORGE the FIFTH

May it please your Majesty. On the occasion of your Majesty’s Silver Jubilee |
have the honour to convey to your Majesty, and to Her Majesty the Queen, the
loyal homage and sincere congratulations of the 2500 members of the British
Federation of Notre Dame (De Namur) Associations.

The Sisters of Notre Dame have 22 Convents in Great Britain, and many
more in other parts of your Empire. Their work in Education was of a pioneer
nature in the reign of the late beloved Queen Victoria, and in these days of uni-
versal Education is still of the highest repute. This organisation of their Past
Pupils endeavours to carry throughout your Empire the high ideals inculcated in
the schools of these Sisters.

It is our intention to celebrate the Jubilee by undertaking the training of a
boy in accordance with the Honourable Mrs. Bower’s scheme for settling
unemployed boys on the land. We trust that this practical expression of our
deep loyalty and respect may be pleasing to your Majesty.

We pray that God may continue to bless your Majesties, and that in His
Goodness He will spare you to reign many more years over a happy and con-
tented people.

Signed on behalf of the British Federation this sixth day of May in the
year of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred and thirty-five.

President.



And the response..

HOME OFFICE,
WHITEHALL.
21st May, 1935.

Madam,

I am directed by the Secretary of State to say that he has
been Commanded by the King to convey to you his Majesty’s thanks for
the loyal and dutiful Message from the Members of The British Federa-
tion of Notre Dame (De Namur) Associations on the completion of the
Twenty-fifth year of His Majesty’s Reign, and to assure you that His
Majesty deeply appreciates the sentiments of loyalty and affection to
which it gives expression.

I am,
Madam,
Your obedient Servant,

H.A.Strutt.
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Notre Dame Educational Establishments

Notre Dame Southwark

www.notredame.southwark.sch.uk

@ Notre Dame High School, Glasgow
. www.notredamehigh.glasgow.sch.uk/
7 St Julie’s Woolton

www.stjulies.org.uk

Notre Dame Catholic College Everton Valley

www.notredameliverpool.com

4.4 Liverpool Hope University

Liverpool Hope

University WWW.hOpe.aC.uk

2L | SPRED Glasgow
@ www.spred.org.uk

Notre Dame High School Sheffield

www.notredame-high.org.uk

Notre Dame Sixth Form College Leeds
www.notredamecoll.ac.uk

—%_ Notre Dame High School Norwich
www.ndhs.org.uk

Notre Dame High School Plymouth
www.ndonline.org

Notre Dame Centre Glasgow
www.notredamecentre.org.uk

Notre Dame Virtual School

......

www.ndvs.org




BFNDA HINSLEY HALL
NOTRE DAME “ LEEDS
WEEKENDAWAY | ¢
For past pupils 4th-6th
and former staff Catherine Orford SEPTEMBER
of Notre Dame t: 07894 272177 2026

e:catherine.annel@mac.com

British Federation of
Notre Dame de Namur

http://bfnda.org/

Pelende/Intenga

www.sndohio.org/our-work/clean-water-for-life-project/2023-clean-
water-for-life-lenten-snapshot-

The National Board of Catholic
Women

https://www.nbcw.co.uk/

The Irenaeus Project
https://www.irenaeus.co.uk/ %
The Irenae! sPo]ec(
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SISTERS OF
NOTRE DAME
DE NAMUR




